Minutes: Russell Township Zoning Commission
Russell Town Hall
January 12, 2009

Present: Richard E. Snyder, Chairman
Bruce Murphy
Donna Weiss Carson
Ben Kotowski
Wendy Bruzas
Diana Steffen, Secretary

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:41 p.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS —Mr. Murphy moved to open nominations for officensZ009, Mr.
Kotowski seconded and the motion passed unanimously

Mr. Murphy made the motion to nominate Mr. SnydeiGhairman, Mr. Kotowski seconded.
Mr. Snyder made the motion to nominate Mr. MurginMice-Chairman, Mr. Kotowski seconded.
Mr. Murphy moved to close nominations, Ms. Bruax®rded and the motion passed unanimously.

Upon roll call the vote on the motion to re-eleat nyder as Chairman was Mr. Murphy — yes, Ms.
Weiss Carson — yes, Mr. Kotowski — yes, Ms. Bruzgss, Mr. Snyder — yes, and the motion passed
unanimously.

Mr. Snyder was re-elected Chairman for 2009.

Upon roll call the vote on the motion to re-eleat Miurphy as Vice-Chairman was Mr. Murphy —
yes, Ms. Weiss Carson — yes, Mr. Kotowski — yesBMizas — yes, Mr. Snyder — yes, and the motion
passed unanimously.

Mr. Murphy was re-elected Vice-Chairman for 2009.

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 15, 2009 —Mr. Murphy made the motion to approve the minutes a
submitted, Mr. Kotowski seconded and the motiosgrhsinanimously by 4-0Ms. Weiss Carson
abstained due to her absence from that meeting.

BALANCED GROWTH PROGRAM - Ms. Bruzas said she had reviewed the park langr and
was satisfied it was accurate. Mr. Murphy suggksteating interpretative text to send with a
recommendation for approval of the program to tbarB of Trustees. He will contact Amy
Holtshouse-Brennan for assistance with the text,tarhave the text reviewed by David Dietrich of
the Geauga County Planning Commission.

FOOD SERVICE/PERMITTED USESIN C-SZONE — Mr. Snyder said he was having issues
with opening a document from the Zoning Secretiaay tontained a draft template for an
amendment. He will work on this for the next meegti
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Mr. Snyder said that there were some notable clsaingihe October 2008 revision of the County
Model Zoning Resolution. He reviewed the changkgicle | Purpose has been revised to change
the wording in the purpose statement, "...in theregeof the public health, safety, convenience,
comfort, prosperity, or general welfare..." Mry8ar suggested amending the Statement of Purpose
in the Russell Township Zoning Resolution by addicmnvenience, comfort, prosperity”. This will
bring it in line with the County Model.

Mr. Snyder also mentioned that the Model permitsdrg@nergy conversion systems in residential
districts. He suggested this topic be on the agandhe upcoming zoning workshop to find out if
there is interest in permitting wind farms or senglindmills in the residential district.

Article VIII Landscaping has been amended in ther@@p Model to permit landscaping regulations,
including architectural review boards, in residahtiones only. Mr. Snyder said the Commission
will need to look into this as far as how it affethe O-B and C-S zones.

The revised County Model included new items inlisteof permitted items in required yards. The
Secretary has added these to the list of itemsifiednn the front yard, as agreed at the last mget

A major change is language that would require poritavote, rather than a unanimous vote, of a
board of township trustees to deny or modify thmnemendation of a township zoning commission
with respect to a proposed zoning amendment. Natridh advised Mrs. Steffen that this change
was added to House Bill 562 and since it is notheO.R.C., he strongly recommended the
Commission amend the current wording.

PERMITTED USESIN FRONT YARD — Mrs. Steffen had redrafted the list of itemspiéted in

the front yard to include those previously agreedihd also those in the revised County Model. The
Commission agreed that the maximum size of a stualenshelter should be 16 square feet rather
than the 80 square feet previously discussed. Bsiseas handed out the result of her research tb fin
definitions for student bus shelters and swing aptkrelated children's recreational equipments. Mr
Steffen handed out some related definitions sheived from Mr. Dietrich. Following discussion

Ms. Bruzas agreed to draft a definition of studaurg shelter with wording to limit them to 16 square
feet, no foundation, and an eight-foot height limdr. Snyder will draft a definition for recreatial
equipment.

OTHER BUSINESS — There was no other business.
Mr. Murphy moved to adjourn, Mr. Kotowski seconded the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Diana Steffen Date Richard E. Snyder ateD
Secretary Chairman
zcmins019

ZC 01/12/09 Page 2 of 2



