Minutes: Russell Township Zoning Commission
Russell Town Hall
March 16, 2009

Present: Richard E. Snyder, Chairman
Bruce Murphy
Wendy Bruzas
Ben Kotowski
Diana Steffen, Secretary

Donna Weiss Carson was absent with apologies.

Also in attendance: Ric Machnics, Zoning Inspeeatwd Jim Dickinson, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees.

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:8% p.

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 9, 2009 — Mr. Murphy made the motion to accept the
minutes, Ms. Bruzas seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

ZONING COMMISSION PROCEDURES — The Chairman provided an overview of
procedures used by the Commission. Before iniiggdin amendment he tries to be sure
there is consensus amongst all members, and ipers®en has a concern then they may
spend several meetings discussing the concerraskil members to voice their
thoughts if they do not agree with the rest of@menmission during discussion of a
topic, and if they do not understand the termingloged they should ask for an
explanation. Mr. Snyder said that at the end s€uksion of each topic he will
summarize the action items and who is responsirlthem so it is clear for the next
meeting. When the Commission has a new topic tiwn as a result of a zoning
workshop, he will either ask for a volunteer orhagsign someone to work on it. In
some cases this will be a long-term project andrikenber will ask for the topic to be on
the agenda once he/she has something to report.

BALANCED GROWTH PROGRAM — The Chairman delayed discussion while
awaiting the arrival of Trustee Kristina Port.

FOOD SERVICE/PERMITTED USESIN C-SZONE — Referring to the draft that was
revised after the last meeting, Mr. Snyder askdlefe are any extra items that could be
included under the general welfare provision. Murphy suggested they may be able to
regulate the style of restaurants if there is immat basis, and he will look into this.

Mr. Kotowski reported on his research into "noisele said a number of townships have
repealed their noise regulations since they prawezhforceable. He found that
extensive training is required and very expliciigedures written into the zoning
resolution. Mostly it is villages that have no@eéinances. He planned to review a
recent ordinance passed by the Village of Chagaits Fwhich limits the hours for
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outside amplified music. Russell Automotive owmem Sloe was in attendance and
approached the table to show Google Earth phottdsedivo commercial intersections.
He suggested the Music Street intersection woulpreterable for restaurants since the
noise would affect fewer residents. The Commissigolained that noise was not the
determining factor for where to permit restaurarfieod service must have sewers,
which are being required at the S.R. 306/S.R. &fsection. Mr. Sloe suggested
extending the sewer from South Russell to the M88#ieet intersection, but Mr. Snyder
explained that this is not in the 208 Plan.

PERMITTED USESIN FRONT YARD — Mrs. Steffen had drafted a final version for a
proposed amendment. Mr. Machnics recommendeddmguandscaping features with
fences, gates and walls. Mrs. Steffen will seredgioposed amendment to David
Dietrich, Geauga County Planning Commission, foméormal review.

REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMSFROM ZONING WORKSHOP — The Chairman
listed topics from the recent Zoning Workshop thidit become goals for the Zoning
Commission to work on. These were:

1) General welfare legislation — long-term item thdt require input from the
G.C.P.C. — goal for later this year or 2010.

2) New layer of zoning for properties with conservateasements — new
overlay for zoning map — goal for later this year.

3) Renewal of conditional use permits — goal for 2010.

4) PRD as permitted use and large lot zoning as aitonal use — maybe later
this year.

5) Residential wind energy — start soon, Mr. Murphil work on this.

6) PODs in front yards — may create a temporary perrgibal for 2010.

BALANCED GROWTH PROGRAM — Ms. Port did not arrive at the meeting, so there
being no other business, Mr. Murphy moved to adjpir. Kotowski seconded and the
meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Diana Steffen Date icHard E. Snyder Date
Secretary Chairman
zcmins039
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