Minutes: Russell Township Zoning Commission
Russell Town Hall
May 19, 2008

Present: Richard E. Snyder, Chairman
Bruce Murphy
Donna Weiss Carson
Ben Kotowski
Wendy Bruzas
Diana Steffen, Secretary

Also in attendance: Jim Dickinson, Chairman of Board of Trustees, and residents as
shown. Mr. Machnics was absent due to illness.

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:8Y.,;and introduced and welcomed
new Zoning Commission member Wendy Bruzas who oegl®8etsy Rader.

MINUTES OF APRIL 21, 2008 —Ms. Weiss Carson made the motion to accept the
minutes as written, Mr. Mur phy seconded and the motion passed unanimously. (Ms.
Bruzas abstained.)

FOOD SERVICE/PERMITTED USESIN C-SZONE — Mr. Snyder said he has
spoken to the owners of the Shell Station and #neynot going to pursue food service
due to the expense of the sewer line. Mr. Snytdersaid he discussed Mr. Murphy's list
of questions for the Prosecutor's Office with Dabiétrich, who recommended the
Commission reduce the number of questions in dadebtain answers quicker from
legal counsel Rebecca Schlag. Mr. Snyder saidftttay continue to look into
permitting restaurants in the C-S zone they shaldd review the permitted uses since
the list is extremely limited.

He asked if they wished to continue working on tbjgic now that the Shell Station
owners have dropped their request. After a lendtbgussion the Commission agreed to
continue working on food service, but did not deachether to initiate an amendment or
whether to have it ready in case another requesade in the next few years. They then
worked on the list of questions, after which Mry8er said he would consolidate the list
to send to the Geauga County Planning CommissidrirenProsecutor's Office.

SALE OF ALCOHOL — Mr. Snyder had obtained from the Board of Etewditwo
separate results of issues on the ballot regattdmgale of alcohol in the Township. In
1949 residents had voted to ban the sale of alcblbth retail and by the glass. In 1962
residents had voted not to permit the sale of b&earder for Circle K or another retail
store to sell alcohol of any kind they would haveb to the State Liquor Control Board
and the County Board of Elections to put the regjoeghe ballot. Mr. Snyder noted that
each quadrant of the S.R. 306/87 C-S zone is iffaeht precinct, and only the precinct
in which the store was located would vote.
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At the previous meeting Ms. Schlag had statedzbaing has no authority over the sale
of alcohol, but Section 4.7.T of the Zoning Resolutstates, "No sales of alcoholic
beverages shall be permitted within the TownshMr: Snyder recommended initiating
an amendment to delete this paragraph when they dther amendments ready to go
through the amendment process.

PERMITTED USESIN FRONT YARD — Using the County Model list the
Commission reviewed each item that could be peenhitt a residential district front
yard. They agreed to remove clotheslines and stipptes, and to define student bus
shelters and recreational equipment related togsats. They will ask Zoning Inspector
Ric Machnics for his recommendations regarding agsior canopies over windows and
doors, chimneys, and fences and walls. Ms. Bruaih$ook into other townships'
regulations regarding fences and walls. Mrs. 8teffientioned that the Commission
may want to consider other items that could be domra front yard, including ham radio
towers, windmills, gazebos, air conditioning ungsnerators and tennis courts.
Discussion will continue at the next meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS — Mr. Snyder said he met with Annie Rzepka of@eauga Soil
and Water Conservation District and with Amy Bremw@ the Chagrin River Watershed
Partners at West Geauga Commons. Both felt thatliss planting trees by the
Chagrin River more could be done to stop the ctieession there. Mr. Snyder is
working with the West Geauga schools to have aestigork with GSWCD and CRWP
on obtaining funding via grants for this work. W#él have more information at a later
time.

Mrs. Steffen reminded the Commission of the Norsh€hio Planning and Zoning
Workshop on June 30 and the Rain Garden program in the Town Hallwmelld" with
installation of a rain garden proposed for Jun& 14

There being no other business, Mr. Kotowski moweddjourn, Mr. Murphy seconded
and the meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Diana Steffen Date iciard E. Snyder Date
Secretary Chairman
zcmins058
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