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Minutes: Russell Township Zoning Commission 

  Russell Town Hall 

  July 16, 2007 

 

Present: Richard E. Snyder, Chairman 

  Bruce Murphy 

  Elizabeth Rader 

  Eileen Rogers 

  Donna Weiss Carson 

  Jayne Paullin, Secretary Pro Tem 

 

Also in attendance:  Ric Machnics, Zoning Inspector.   

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.   

 

MINUTES OF JUNE 18, 2007 – Ms. Weiss Carson moved to approve the minutes of June 18, 

2007, as submitted, Mr. Murphy seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING – AMENDMENT 2007-3  Section 2 – Definitions 

 

Mrs. Paullin confirmed that the legal notice for Amendment 2007-3 was published in the 

Chagrin Valley Times and News Herald on 07/05/07 and was also posted at the Administration 

Building.  The amendment was available at the Fiscal Officer's Office for review for 10 days 

prior to the hearing.   

 

Mr. Murphy made the motion to open the public hearing for Amendment 2007-3, Mrs. Rogers 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   

 

Mr. Snyder explained that this amendment removes the numbering of each definition in Section 

2.  Since the definitions are in alphabetical order, each time a new definition is added the 

paragraph numbers of the existing definitions (after the new one) have to be changed.  The 

numbers are not referenced elsewhere in the Zoning Resolution and this amendment will make it 

simpler to add new definitions.  David Dietrich sent a letter dated 07/11/07 advising that the 

Geauga County Planning Commission voted at its meeting on 07/10/07 to recommend approval 

of the proposed amendment.  There were no comments from the audience.   

 

Ms. Weiss Carson made the motion to close the public hearing for Amendment 2007-3, Mr. 

Murphy seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   

 

Mrs. Rogers made the motion that the Russell Township Zoning Commission recommend the 

approval of the proposed amendment to the Russell Township Zoning Resolution as attached 

hereto, Mr. Murphy seconded and upon roll call the vote was Mr. Murphy – yes, Ms. Rader – 

yes, Mrs. Rogers – yes, Ms. Weiss Carson – yes, Mr. Snyder – yes, and the motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

RIPARIAN SETBACKS – Mr. Snyder said he and Mr. Murphy met with David Dietrich of the 

Geauga County Planning Commission, Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells of the Chagrin River Watershed 

Partners, Carmella Shale of the Geauga Soil & Water Conservation District and legal counsel 
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Rebecca Schlag, at the Planning Commission offices.  The purpose was to discuss a number of 

paragraphs in the draft dated 06/21/07.  As a result of the meeting Ms. Dreyfuss-Wells submitted 

a revised draft dated 06/27/07.   

 

The Commission reviewed this latest draft and Mr. Snyder explained the suggested changes from 

the meeting.  The Commission agreed to all those recommendations as follows:   

 

1) All definitions should be moved to Section 2 Definitions.  

2) Section 2.H of the draft – add "and bank" to last sentence.   

3) Section 2.N of the draft - Definition of "Watercourse" – remove "persistent" as recommended 

at the meeting and reword to "means any brook, channel, creek, river, or stream, either 

continuous or intermittent, having an established and defined bed and bank, as determined by 

the Ordinary High Water Mark, and definite direction of flow."   

4) Capitalize the first letters of Ordinary High Water Mark.   

5) Section 2.A.3 of the draft – remove "persistent" in the first sentence.   

6) Section 4.A of the draft – remove both the requirement that a site plan be prepared by a 

qualified professional and the items to be shown on the site plan.  

7) Section 6.C of the draft – delete allowing storm water retention and detention facilities within 

a riparian setback with a zoning certificate.  The C.R.W.P., G.C.P.C. and G.S.W.C.D. 

discussed this again after the meeting and strongly recommended removing this provision.   

8) Section 7 of the draft – delete allowing construction activities disturbing 300 square feet or 

less of soil within a riparian setback as a conditional use.   

 

These changes will be incorporated into the proposed regulation.   

 

STRUCTURES AND FRONT YARDS – Mr. Snyder handed out copies of an excerpt from the 

Geauga County Model Zoning Resolution listing Permitted Buildings, Structures, and Uses in 

Required Yards.  The Commission reviewed the list and discussed the new septic "bunkers" 

being installed in front yards, awnings and canopies, fences and walls and driveways.  Mr. 

Snyder said that access driveways to oil and gas wells can be a problem for emergency vehicles 

if they are not an appropriate size or installed correctly with appropriate materials.  He suggested 

the Commission investigate the possibility of regulating such driveways but not residential 

driveways.  He will ask Mrs. Steffen to write to the Prosecutor's Office for an opinion on 

whether they may be regulated due to health and safety risks.   

 

There being no other business, Mrs. Rogers moved to adjourn, Ms. Rader seconded and the 

meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Diana Steffen                               Date  Richard E. Snyder     Date 

Secretary      Chairman 

 

Attachment:  Amendment 2007-3 Exhibit A 
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